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HOW MANY CARDS?

Yuthor of “The

Ialand of Intrigus,"” “Suspense,” "Ashes to Ashes,” wte.
Copprighl, 1901, by Robert M, McBriude 4 o

By ISABEL OSTRANDER |l
[

SYNOPHIS !
wld - be thigf entera the pala-
. 1 r:‘:ldrn”l‘ o, peno Ohvistopher
ing,  He ruma out again in-
tiy and into the hands of a defeo-
1nlly e protests he had mothing
M cith what's in dere

T do W I '.,. a
. th por of a rooms (168 A man
I.’",'l.,’,.f.,,ﬂ clathes, fhe front of Ain

‘i pon with biood and by his
::‘,:,.p;::: army revolver. The table
Tasd for two, with ohampagne on
“ln‘ atill wmmelted,  Tha wse ia
ty of human beingr. Creveling
;.::IM a seild life. He associated
ik the wralthy, and af ore time
’., apoken of ap ““tha million-o-
% ath man,’' Mra, COreveling 1
i in her effortx to Bring the
yrderer 0 justibe. rander,
-rm-r in buginess to Creveling and
w(.{, in Mra. CUreveling, objects to
::,» activiiy and desire o unearth
the mystery.  The dead man is re-
od fo hove quarreled with Devg-
:-'Il?m-rrfp. whao had left the hewse
s 0 vage. There had been a robbery
pr yome jrwoels, and Hsa, Mrs.
Kwaltnp'n'mui&. was sr;'utel. let
il and disappeared.

ur":wmga valet :nd been placed
i prison on suspivion of the murder,
wt releasod for (he namatanee of the

dateotives, who  Leep waloh of Mis

aetions.
AND HERE IT CONTINUES
(TYMFTH from the coroer; got =

cracked yellow lamp over the
estibule : you can’l miss it.”

nowhers around and I coulda't keep on
sounding this horn! All at once hell
broke loose here in the house and 1 fig-
urit'i oumm ?ﬁ:rmhav." a8l

Ja explain ¥, adding a
description of the '‘Hildreth'' woman,

rna Martin whistled,
‘“The Helwig girl to a T!"' bha ex-
cinimed.  “‘And that valet—so that's

how the land lays! We'll find her if
she's on the block!'*

After n few final orders McUarty,
with Dennis In tow, returned to (ha
drugstors and nodding to the surprised
clerk he entered the telephone booth and
called up pelice headquarters. A long
ten minutes elapsed before he reap-
pared, red and perspiring, and said in
n hurried undertone to his companion :

'Yo#t is on hix way up to the Crev.
eiing house an fast ns the in Lor's
cwn ear can take him. He's to find out
:1!'! Hill is there nof wtand guard over

m

“"But why?"' Dennis spoke cautiously
ont of the side of his enpacious mouth,

\Why don't he rum him in again and
bring him up before the magistrate to-
morrow to held for trinl? You've
got o clear charge against him now of
niding nod abetting that wowman to
Jureh her bail; that's what the legal
shmrks call it

“Instead, if it's not too Iate for the
first editions, the inspector is going to
see that every morning newspaper car-

ries the word that he's been released for |

Inck of evidence and is back mt the
Creveling houwse,'*
“Yest will be there to see that he don’t
gel out again or send any messages and

“Thanks. 1'1l look in an ’"“_""E
hen I'm down this way. Good night,
Out on the etreer once more, Me-
tarty and Dennis made their ways ta the
ouse indlented without delay and halted
n the ve'ibule while the former seru-
inired the cards in the bell piate,

wHere they are. Fourth floos,”’ ne ob.
sl "1 Mrs. Ilildreth is the dame
think she is, she’il not be nnswering

i t thie time of night."’ .
P’[‘{e.ro'll be uo need, for some one's
#t the door unlntehed.'” Diennis pushed
open ae he spoke. “‘You can make
cxcuse (o get her to let un in,
Pome on |

1o silence they mounted the creaking
airs, through an atmosphere redolent
{ stale cooking, to the fourth floor, and
Lused hefore the rear door upon which
sd been tacked n enrd bearing the name
‘¢ Hildreth, " written in a small, neat
‘!‘Illt':r-m the front fiat iw empty, 'I'f'nrt
here's no onrd up and there was none
o that epace over the bell downstairs.'”
ennis whispered. **What are you go- |
ng to do, Mac® Take a chance and
enk the door down?

T'!;m if 1 oon got in peaceable.’’ Me-
wery replied in n whisper, “1'm ‘ﬂill'!‘
s be real #ick. Dennis. Hold me up!
Bmitting & loud und realistie groan.
» Jeaned finml,\ agiingt his friend with
ioh suddenness that the surprised Den-
18 was almost barne to tha floor, but
o recorered himself in time. Amnother
san welled {rom  MeCarty's throat
pid 8 third before finully there came the
und of footsteps within, the door was
pened cattiously and n womnn poered
g, She was 18!l and Junoesque in
rn with o thik braid of fair hair
alling over vither shoulder and great,
oft, blue eyes dorkened now with ap-
rabiension and coneern. Ter Joose, dark
be £ 10 altnost cinssieal lines about
er and the light of the flaring gas jet
n the hall gleamed wsoftly on  her
reamy thront

Dennis gasped with astonlshment and
wroluntary admiratlon at the vision and
tepped bk while the woman asked

CTWhat s it D
MeCarty cienightencd and his foot
cathed out 1o the donesill.-
I want you, Vlen Helwig——
Put he was too late. At hia first
ord & sudiden chiunge eame over her ox-
ression.  Before his foot eould intercept
t ahe ha mmed the door in his face
nd they heard n bolt shoot fnto its
lide
""We've gnt to work fast now: down
rith the door!'"”

MeCarty cried wnd TDennis lunged,
imng his brawns shoulder as n bat-
sring rum. n! the same moment that
he sound of o subdued crash cameo from
vithin, At first the stout bolt resisted
heir offort=, Lut finally it snapped with
loud report, precipitating them into
narrow, dimiy lighted hallway., Two
oors facing them stood open vevealing
hefr emptiness nt o glance, but a third
L the back was closed and they rushed
oward it. It wis holted, as the en-
Ante door had been, bul its Aimsy
astening gave way nl the first on-
lnught and ther found themselves in a
ni kitchen. No ather door led from
+ but its sivgie window was wide open,
fire-escnps showing beyond and =
::-n ?jf I'l;l\v:-nrr; geruniums lny over-

fd, their rod ear .
oy then pots shat
At a bound they hind crossed the room
0 craned their necks ont into the
pight. Lights wire springing up in one
T iwo of the reape windows across the
ftwork of clotheslines, but ne human
paure was visililo on the fire-escape nor
-‘_”\“ sard beneath

oll," vouchunfed Dennis after n

use in which an eloquent glance Lad
aed between them, ] hflPﬂ the next
:'.'u"f'" tell any one they're wanted
Uil Bave your hands on thew fArat !

artin dil not muke .
lay, the nines :Ill\u ¢ the only bonehead

CHAPTER X111
RE The Curse of Scotland
I < “Hildreth* fAat consisted only

8 e iaanath
”l:r :l | mn roome and l‘."'l. the
el aently volverted from n (‘lolh(l
;”.'r ind  MeCurty  and Deunis
'1--:- m]-'1 them thornughly, but found no
ol of L.n woinn Mie quick, donble

W e rl.:“‘; r o in the street be-
w point et o CATA &y they were on
"'5'":|ILP of departure and ‘they de-
afind m ey awil of exeited tenunts
o e BAlls and on the stairs,
a5 throyg ited officer pushing his
e oA R 1ty T'hl‘-'in.
GH bk, liere s
WAL R TTT T T | P

nthere

|

It's all right,
It was just a hit
'*r now and no ope

t
'lll"” \]Uﬂl nolieomun winked broadly
ddrwssed 110 % the stairs and then
hnve Y '“l‘]"riﬂ‘ crowd  onee

) e by k
(1] *I\mkin.\' Iolis
U4 ] {1 ||r' 1]

ol .|.I¥ nnng

e 1o o

i wly ‘i' ', Loout inte the vestibule
‘.l'rlll,._h-n] the daor atter him.
- ctive Sergaunt Martin
4 he vhispored,
Nndxin gy, MeCarie
"%, Wpeein) |

Where you belong and
turbance or T'Il send
run you all in ! Come

aynftin tipped
You're former
ety slrd*
an i

béet Jeputy oow under In-
mn'.:r 11‘;”” MeOarty uplain:d
ar, lI.J'Jllt_'i"lll]uLln on the fnurtl; ﬂoor-
Mnted I.IuwI||.-l.u\'!‘lua""1a of ll“dﬂl—tl ia
T, but she
fkn Myry

g el 00 gURRA in th
r:i}iu-r:. Report by t:!ugl;;nl:n:ll:
Thector :!ut‘t_ u; headquarters, '

I, the poli 1
R
Bttorp. \ll:"tmm -t
!e;;;:} o rlr:‘iiull':.uld answer Martin
"] ::]ll;;.ii t_'tliur ovor 1o Fifth gve-

Aoy I‘ch'la time for a bys,'

€8 Just started up-
A came back ne - »
i . necordin

Ustructions, Mae, but r-n.: f”::

th Just n tewee of un aceent : sharply, I
Same one is 111%" !horhﬂod that you know?

to teace and report uny phone calls
that may come for him.'"

“I get you!" A light broke over
Dennis’ faees,  *'You think the woman
will maybe try to reach him there wheu
she lenros that he's out agein and
banek on his job?''

MeOnarty noddad

""She dorsn’t know that he's been in
the neighborhood here tonight, nor that
e led uw straight to her. Fio'll keep
on believing that she's safe enough and
think wa're only guarding him on his
own account.”’ He turned to the elerk
who was watching them with ecurious
eyes,  “"What are your hours here?"’

“Eight to wight,’’ the latter replied,
still staring.

“'Where do you live?"

“Right up over the store. The jani-
tor's wife takes care of my four kide,
hut T wouldn't feel enny about 'em if
they weren't here in the same bullding
with me.—8ay, who are you fellows,
anrway? 1t =eems to me you're anking
# lov of questions around here—!"’

“And TI'm lable to be asking a lot
more " MeCarty interrupted grimly.
“Weo're from police headquarters, if you

want to know.'

“Police—!"" The clerk gripped the
eige 6f the showcase., ‘‘Those—those
Hildreths—?2""

“Have you been on sverr night this
week 1! MeCarty interrupted.

“Y.yes, wsir!"

‘18 there any other public telephone
booth in the neighborhood?’

““None any place that keepa open all
night."" The clerk seemed to be gather-
ing his daged faculties,

A you have many calls from hero
between midnight and early morning?"”

The clerk shook his head.

“*Not unless romebody's sick. '

“Did anybody come in here and use
that phone last night?"’

“Caertainly ; a lot of people early in
the evening, but after midnli‘rht!" He
paused and his eyes widened.

““No one cume 1n here to phone after

that until—until bhalf-past 4 m the
morning.”’
“Who was that?' MeOnrty  asked

“Qame one from the ueigh-

It was Mr, Hildreth! 1 was sur-
prised, for he looked very bad and 1
thought that he must be wick und have
rome in for some medicine. but he said
that be only wauted to use the plhone.
He wont in the booth apnd closed the
door and 1 dudn'c hear what number
be ealled, bat it must have been a city
one for he was only in there a minute.
When he eama out he looked =0 pale
that I thought he wan going w keel over
and I offerod him a bracer—er—just u
heart stimulant, of course, 1 fixed hiw
up & dose with n dash of strychnine n
it and it seemed to pull him together,
He snid he had been out of towan on a
business matter and traveling al!l night
to get back; that his traln should have
been in at midnight, but wus delayed
nnd he had to phone to hisx partner at
the carliest possible moment. 1t dul
strike me as funny that he hadn’t tele

honed from the station if it was as
mportant as all that, but T didn't enr
o, 1 was Kind of sleepy, and it wasn'l
any business of mine. He hurried off
kome and I settled down for a uap in
my chair behind the cash register,’

"INl you see him ngain before le
came in touight?'’
**Nao." e clerk hesitated. A |

Hildreths and 1'd hate to get them into
any troubls, for they've been good cus-
tomers here and pleasant to deal with
I'd never bholieve 8 word agninst Mrs
Hildveth, anyway.™"

“You sald that she didv't come i
here often.'' MeCarty eyed him quizzi
cally. **"When did you see her lnst?

Thero was o pause and then (he
clerk replied witk evident reluctance :

“Fiarly this morning."’

“"How edrly®”

1 suppose I'd better tell sou . son
fellows would find out, somehow! 1
wne just before 5, legs than half an hout
wfter her hushand left. T told you 1%
settled down for a map; well, | wns
roused by the bell that rings whenever
tha door is opened and looked up to wee
Mes. Hildeeth come in,

ns though eho had L‘lll‘t thrown on he
clothex every which war, and sue
seemed oxcited, too, about something
8he nsked in that soft foreign volee ot
hers if she could use the telephone, and
it must have been an ont-of-town cali
this time, for she was in the booth
nearly twenty minutes and |
money rattle in the slot two or threo
times. She thanked me when she eam
out, but didn’t try to explain about the
call the way her husband had about
hie.”” He paused and added: 171 tell
you one thing 1 think, sir; whatever it
wan that happened fo make her husbang
look move dead than slive it eertuinly
put new life inte her! She walked out
of the siore as though she wus treading
on_ale!"

MceCarty frowued thoughtfully 1le
hud found contirmation of his suspicions
from a totally unexpected quarter und
one of the mrnnr mysteries of the case
was cleared up, but 1t led him vo nesver

hitherta considered.
“We may want you,"'
“Whet is your ll.mnn."'
“Willis Udell, and you'll find me hers
or in the flat over the shop any time
you want me!" the clerk declured.
*I'vo done nothing to ba afraid of you
fellows for, nor sald a word | ean i

he smid at last

about the Hildreths,

He shook his heud lugubriously after
them ns they left the shop und when the
door had elosed behind then
too, drew o dvop breath.

""Well, thnt wettles the two phouoe
eulls, anyway,'"" ho commented, *'The
whole thing fn as plain as the nose ou
svour face, Mac! The man that killed
Creveling wasp—"'

4

CONTINUED TOMPRROW

to the truth; rather by its vory natuiv |
it raised complexities which bhe bhad neo |

stiek to, but 1 hope you are niistakon |

1 s nnis,

|

MeCarty responded. |

|

THE GUMPS—Uncle Ephraim Again

.

..
s
-

\ HAD A LETTER FROM
UNCLE  EPWRAIM THIS MORNING=
HE'S CoMING ‘W WSIT Us
THIE SUMMER—= WE'S MY
FAVOR\TE UNCLE -

UNCLE EPMRAIM = QLD EWNCYCLO PAED\A ~

SMARY GUY= WANYED YO MAKE Mg

A BEY ONCE- SAID 'YMERE WERE Mowre

MARRIED MEN THAN MARRIED WOMEN - !
TOOK A BOAT, TRIP- “THE ONIY TimME

HE WAR EVER N ABOATY N M8 LUFE-
A UYYLE SYORM CAME VP~

| ABKED WM How MHE wwmew \T-
HE SAD YHE CAPYAIN MARKED |Y
ON "TME SIDE OF YHE BOAY-

| WAS WITH HiM WHREN WE
ASKED THE GQROCER FOR AN

EMPYTY BARREL
MAKE A W06 PEN TOR HI§ DOG-

OF FLOUR ™o

: By Sidney Smith
— |
@GO A Ngw PAR OF

CovrLE

SHOES AND SAD HE
COWLDN'Y GEY
TILL NED WORN TuEM A
OF PAYS
FOX ALL RIGHY-

INTe THEM

HE'S A

don’t know what you've gor against the |

1

|

She's always as |
nent us voax, but this morning she looke| |

heard |

|
|

NE SAID THE v
LAKE RAWED ! W3 - .
12 INCHES - n X
.. 5 o o
i a.‘ 7 o ol . L]
o.. / N - r Iy
p u: [y | || | ) \ ® o /
| ; > | If‘ S
s : »
SOMEBODY’S STENOG—The Old Crab - . . : vrriiin: T o i b 8 By me

DID Yty SEE HIM 1SAT HE A )
SCREAM LAUGH T THOUGHT
ID DIE HE OALY HAD ENOUGH

RAMNG IN OAN Him THAT MADE
THREE OF ()5S -

FOR TWO SODAS WHEAl AELLIE

AN T SAID JERRY T SAID HERES
WHERE YOU VOLSTEAD ALLRIGHT
ALLRIGHT AMD AIELLIES HAT ,WAS
DEAR SHE LLOOKED SWEET OAMLY
THE COLOR IT MIGHT HAVE
BEEM A DARKER SHADE JusT
AS T Toup BERTHA

. [P MOU CANT BEAT DARK BLUE I SAws
IT GENERLY @OMES UADER The
WIRE FIRST LET 'Em RAVE ALL
THEY WAAT ITS ALL A MATTER,
OF GooD TASTE T CUT MY FINGER
LAST AIIGHT THEY SAvw
LOCK-JAW 1S SO EAST

To GET Too —

S

The Young Lady Across the Way

oy e

The young lady across the way
snys #ie sees President Harding is
thinking of visiting Alaska this
summer and she hopes he'll profit
hy  Presldent Wilson s experience
and not accept any gifts from roy-
aity while there,

LT 15 GENERALLY AGREELD THAT
THE SKIPPER'S PHONE CONVERSATIONS
WITH THE MAN AT THE PoweR House

ARE "AS GooD AS A SHow

PETEY—AU He Needs Now Is a Stake :

fTRaned UP —

Come, BOvan'  20me vow!

]
poMT SET Teke 'MUM'H
LNE A Carasat «
Ty, VaRD'S Gof

NoULL NEVER AmounT
Rowr O BEANT

:b ,,.:, Con? GEF A MOVE

i Come NOW

By . A. Voight

Lid4%’N

(e STRANGER!
‘ HOME AT LAST"

— \WE RE
WNEARLY
STARVED
\WATING

L

—NOLRE HALF
Al HOUR LATE |
—NoU KNOW
NAMAT TIME WE

;ﬁ

|

= Al N Nou ST Dowly A’
EAT- 27 —Nou KNOw DARL
\YELL ' ToLp Nou Awgy Mime 1 p4
LATE 10 00 RicUT AMEAD Ay OT |
AT FOR ME — Dipwng 12— |

j'l

\
| |
| |
|

.‘
)

i

|'f;-"g_\{

THE CLANCY KIDS—The Team's Bat in Jeopardy : :

ll)mn"r [ TELLYOU |
WANTED YOU HOME

BY FOUR 0'cLock?
1 ITS NOW FIVE- K_
= .

& 1
( o S

$

[NOwW You Come 4%

JHEY, DRoP THE BALL \

l\W_fTH MEg!! j 2
7 '

ONLY ONE
§ HE'S GoT

DOESNT BUST THAT BAT)
ONHIM. ITS_THE

-

AND BAT wit YA, |
~TIMMIE? [~

YOU Was L
¢ TOLD TO STAY |
 ARQUND THE |

~

. DooOR!
T M GONC TO
L\ZP__'U MAMA

H f-—-\ﬂem! WELL \
! l WE'LL ALL &0
Rounp THeRE
Hows SEritie Tuart
10 FoReoT To
HOME.

C'A\A.B

By Percy L. Croshy
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